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While Clara Bow, Ramon Navarro, 
John Gilbert, Greta Garbo and other 
film favorities the gay and giddy 
Twenties flashed the silent screen, 
the projectionist sat his booth study- 
ing anatomy and physiology, The ear- 
nest young Tulane 
could not bothered about 
ture escapades the and even 
torrid love scenes between the dashing 
Gilbert and the glamorous Garbo did 
not distract him from his studies, Ex- 
cept for the necessary business chang- 
ing reels now and then the job 
the motion picture theater which his 
father owned and operated Westwe- 
go, across the river from New Orleans, 
night after night Eddie Gordon con- 
tinued absorbed his medical 
text books. 


long and rugged row attain 
degree medicine, first two years 
pre-med and then four-year course, 
but young Eddie’s tireless and conscien- 
tious study paid 1927, Edward 
Monroe “Eddie” Gordon, received 
his M.D. from the Tulane University 
Medical School, New Orleans. Beneath 
his graduation picture Jambalaya, 
the student yearbook, appeared the ob- 
servation, “Lt. Eddie Monroe Gordon, 
Jr., the way gain laurels the 
band service that has done such won- 
ders for our Southland,” 

One assumes this was reference 
the U.S. Public Health Service, for Dr. 
Gordon served year’s internship the 
U.S. Marine Hospital, New Orleans, fol- 
lowing which engaged 
practice Westwego for some 
months, then joined the USPHS, with 
which has been associated ever snce. 


Able Administrator 


Dr. Gordon has had distinguished 
career hospital administration. Be- 
sides serving Director the USPHS 
Hospital Chicago, where was sta- 
tioned when Surgeon General Leonard 
Scheele appointed him Carville’s new 
Medical Officer Charge, has had 
appointments Hong Kong and Man- 
ila, and served administrator 
Portland, Maine, hospital. 

addition his Tulane degrees, Dr. 
Gordon holds degree from Columbia 
University, New York; hospital ad- 
ministration, which obtained 1950. 
fellow the American College 
Physicians and nominee the 
American College Hospital Admin- 
istrators. 

Although Dr. Gordon has been with 
the USPHS for years, has never be- 
fore had assignment concerned with 
Hansen’s disease. When was notified 
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Carville’s medical records reveal marked 
advancement the treatment Hansen’s 
disease. Dr. Gordon (right) keenly inter- 
ested Dr. Johansen reviews highlights 
progress. This picture was taken when Dr. 
Gordon visited here May. 


the Carville appontment, his of- 
given the Louisiana appointment, 
came unexpectedly, nice know 
that going back home with 
family.” 


Early Education 


Dr. Gordon received his early edu- 
cation the Westwego public schools 
and later attended Gretna High School. 
took his two years pre-med Tu- 
lane from which also received his 
B.S. degree 1925, the completion 
his sophomore year medicine, 
member the Chi Zeta Chi medi- 
cal fraternity, 

Pre-med and medical students usual- 
engage few extracurricular activi- 
ties their courses are quite demand- 
ing, but aside from his job projec- 
tionist, young Eddie played or- 
chestra during his pre-med days, and 
was treasurer the senior class the 
college arts and sciences. 

Dr. and Mrs. Gordon (the former 
Inez Walker New Orleans) have 
three children, Joan, 18, born Man- 
ila, plans attend Louisiana State 
University; Elaine, 17, born Hong 
Kong, who plans attend Tulane, and 
Edward III, who will enter high school. 


Carville 


Dr. Gordon was Carville May 
for three-day, look-see visit. and 
his family arrived Louisiana June 
visit relatives and friends, and was 
Carville for few hours June 15. 
Dr. Gordon assumed his official duties 


here Thursday, June 18, and and 


his family are now home their 
quarters the THE STAR 
extends warm welcome the Gor- 


dons, and offer our sincere good 
wishes for highly 
istration. pledge our co-operation. 

When Dr. James Shaw, Chief 
the Division Hospitals, USPHS, vis- 
ited Carville March, commented, 
“Dr. Johansen will exceedingly dif- 
tionship something can never for- 
get about and particularly here Car- 
Dr. Shaw has found the man who will 
preserve this 
People who have worked with and un- 
der Dr. Gordon other PHS installa- 
tions speak well his ability physi- 
cian and his patience and understand- 
ing, coupled with the most indispensa- 
ble quality good sense humor. 
Most significant was one observation, 
“He tries see both sides question 
before making decision, and not 
easily influenced. exercises independ- 
ent judgment. think you will find that 
always tries fair,” 

Gordon, 48, man average 
height and build. STAR staffer ob- 
served, eyes have that very pleasant 
smiling look.” Certainly, easy 
talk and with. When Dr. was tak- 
ing Dr. Gordon tour the hospi- 
tal they stopped THE STAR office 
asked the new MOC sign 
our guest book. wrote simply, 
Gordon,” and remarked, had idea 
this place was large. think have 
get bicycle like the rest you 
get around.” 


Flash Back 


Dr. Edward Monroe Gordon, Jr., 
Carville’s fifth medical officer charge 
since the Federal Government took over 
this hospital 1921, under the admin- 
istration the U.S, Public Health Serv- 
ice, which agency now part the 
new Department Health, Education, 
and Welfare, headed Mrs, Oveta 
Culp Hobby. Dr. Oswald Denny, de- 
ceased was the first MOC un- 
der the national regime. was suc- 
ceeded Dr. Herman, Hasseltine 
The late Dr. Guy Faget, 
who, like Dr. Gordon, was Louisiani- 
an, served from 1941 1947, and was 
under his administration that the use 
sulfones the treatment Hansen’s 
disease was begun and developed. Dr. 
Faget was succeeded Dr, Johansen. 
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MEMORIAL’S MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
LAUDS RETIRING MOC’S LIBERAL 
ATTITUDE 


the latest issue the Leonard 
Wood Memorial’s publication Briefs 
(May 1953), Dr. James Doull, Med- 
ical Director the LWM, reviews Dr. 
Johansen’s work Carville, and 
his recent retirement from the U.S, Pub- 
lic Health Service, after years duty 
this hospital. “Dr. Johansen now 
serving his second term the Memo- 
rial’s Advisory Board, which capacity 
Doull said. 


Dr. Doull, himself one the coun- 
tries leading authorities 
disease, lauded Dr. Johansen for his at- 
titude towards the patients 
disease. recognizes that the pub- 
lic interest the patients have surren- 
dered been deprived their liberty 
movement but vigorously defends 
their other rights. has upheld the 
privilege which the patients have en- 
joyed expressing their uncensored 
opinions their publication THE 
STAR, and has all other relations 
treated the patients full citizens 
the United States, 

“In putting into effect new policies 
regarding ‘leaves’ and dis- 
charges,’ Dr. Johansen departed sharply 
from the practice the segregators, 
has never lost sight the fact that Han- 
sen’s disease infectious and con- 
tagious disease, but has balanced against 
this the equal truth that contagiousness 
Likewise, has drawn the rational epi- 
demiological conclusion that patients 
discharging many bacilli 
placed different category from those 
discharging few, and especially from 
those whose lesions, even still positive 
deep smears, are such character 
make probable that they dis- 
charge only scanty bacilli none all. 
consequence, more frequent ‘leaves’ 
are now granted patients, after care- 
ful review their conditions, and 
number have been given ‘medical dis- 
charges,’ although bacteriologically still 
positive, upon fulfillment specified 
conditions, including acceptance the 
health officer the state which they 
propose reside, 

“All these and many other good 
things can said about ‘Dr. Jo.’ The 
USPHS has every reason proud 
him. The Memorial equally proud 
have him advisor and consultant; ac- 
tually has served these capacities 
since its formative days 1925. 
pleasant think him and ‘Mrs. Jo,’ 
his charming and modest helpmate, en- 
joying respite from routine duties 
their cottage the Gulf. difficult, 
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however, conceive retirement and 
look forward hearing soon that 
‘Dr. Jo’ again harness position 
where his abilities and knowledge will 
utilized the full.” 


DR. JOHANSEN’S CONTRIBUTION 
HANSEN’S DISEASE NOTED PRESS 


Time magazine, New York Times, 
Shreveport Journal, New Orleans 
Times-Picayune, New 
New Orleans Baton Rouge Morn- 
ing Advocate, Baton Rouge States- 
Times, and other magazines and news- 
papers throughout the country, took 
note Dr. Johansen’s retirement from 
the U.S. Public Service 
June 

Time magazine (June 1953), un- 
der Medicine, ran column and half 
story Dr. Johansen, The story, cap- 
tioned “Hope Carville,” placed spe- 
cial emphasis Dr. Jo’s “humanity,” 
and his optimistic prediction, “Within 
our lifetime shall have 
Time’s representative this area, John 
Wilds, and photographer James Guillot, 
New Orleans, came here gain first- 
hand information, The New York Times 
(May 31), recognized Dr. 
cian, friend and confessor hundreds 
persons.” The vigorous and original 
style Mom Miller, was evident the 
“Day editorial carried 
the Shreveport Journal (May 11), 
“From resident medical staff member 
medical officer charge, long haul 
any land language. this leader 
who has taught many glow not glow- 
er, this man magnetism, magnitude 
and magnanimity, join with those 
who say: God speed you.” The New 
Orleans Times-Picayune (May 12), one 
the South’s most important 
spected newspapers, paid Dr. Johansen 
fine editorial tribute, job lov- 
ingly and well done.” The Times-Pica- 
yune editorial stated. “No employee 
the federal government who has come 
Louisiana ever had greater success 
serving his patients and winning 
the respect and admiration the Great- 
New Orleans community 
cian and humanitarian, editorial 
the Baton Rouge Morning Advocate 
(May 13), dealt with the marked 
change public attitude towards the 
illness, and although the editorial 
said, “The ignorance prejudices 
still exist, but they are not wide- 
the educational work carried Dr, 
Johansen and other members the hos- 
pital Beverly Wolter’s feature 
story the Baton Rouge State-Times 
(May 1953) was human interest ‘flash- 
back” Dr. Johansen’s long career 
Carville. 


CRUSADING CHAPLAINS 


“Society must make place for former 
Hansen’s disease patients just does 
for those who have tuberculosis,” 
the Rev, Clifton Rash, former Prot- 
estant Chaplain Carville, told au- 
dience the Centenary Methodist 
Church Hammond, Ind., recently. 

Since leaving Carville 1951, after 
years service here, Mr. Rash has 
been national field speaker for the 
American (HD) Missions, Inc., 
ganization which supports 152 com- 
munities around the world. The Mis- 
sion also sponsors the Protestant chap- 
lain’s work this hospital. 

his public addresses, Mr. Rash pointed 
out that less communicable than 
tuberculosis, other communicable dis- 
and stressed the need for the 
kind intelligent approach 
problem which has characterized 
the campaigns against TB, cancer, heart 
disease, 

Mr. Rash’s successor Carville, 
Chaplain Carl Elder, who, with his 
family, spent years missionary 
Thailand, never misses opportunity 
enlighten the public Hansen’s dis- 
ease. visit relatives Corpus 
Christi, May, Chaplain Elder gave 
the press excellent interview, “Pa- 
tients the U.S. Public Health Service 
Hospital, referred the national lep- 
rosarium, would rather have the hospi- 
tal known ‘hansenarium.’ 

has been more less 
eric term since biblical times,” the Rev. 
Elder said, “and connotes that which 
distasteful society....This skin af- 
fliction which prevalent the United 
States and which treated Carville, 
commonly misassociated with the bib- 
lical taboos leprosy.” “Unfortunate- 
ly,” the Elder continued, fear, 
although scientifically unsound, still 
governs the making our laws and pol- 
icies, The Carville patients would like 
very much remove the stigma which 
associated with leprosy and help elim- 
inate the unfair discrimination that peo- 
ple with encounter. The stigma 
the term ‘leprosy’ and the policy iso- 
lation patients defeat efforts 
cure the disease because many people 
prefer forego any treatment rather 
than endure discrimination 
tion,” said. 


Dr. Jerome Byers, Assistant Sur- 
geon, the latest addition our resi- 
dent medical staff. reported here for 
duty June from the Public 
Health Service Hospital, New Orleans. 
Carville patients who have been the 
New Orleans hospital for surgery and 
met Dr. Byers there speak highly the 
excellent care gave 
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Blazing the Trail Carville for Twenty Years 


Twenty years isn’t short span 
time anyone’s life. Twenty years 
being patient here stretches out end- 
lessly the person concerned, but twen- 
years visiting Carville simply be- 
cause you want and not because 
relative hospitalized there differ- 
ent story—and the story want 
tell our readers, 

The consistent visitors over this score 
years Carville’s changing history 
are Mr. and Mrs. McCormick 
Destrehan, La, McCormick 
member our Spann Unit 188, 
American Legion Auxiliary, and liaison 
representative our publication, THE 
STAR, Louis veteran the first 
World War, past department command- 
the Legion this state, and 
served member the Surgeon- 
General’s Advisory Committee Han- 
sen’s disease some years ago, going 
views needed changes this hospi- 
tal. 

Our Legion Post was chartered late 
1931 and shortly thereafter the Legion- 
naires wrote the state headquarters, 
reply that first letter came prompt- 
but was signed Steve McCormick 
(she was serving department secretary 
the time) the fellows thought they 
were corresponding with another man. 
Two years after formation the Post, 
Louis and Steve McCormick made their 
first visit Carville the company 
the national president the auxiliary, 
Mrs. Rae Biester Pennsylvania. Imag- 
ine then, you can, how astounded our 
Legionnaires were learn that Steve 
was the feminine part the McCor- 
mick family and very good-looking 
woman, instead the man they had 
pected meet. (Stephens was her maid- 
name and few people know her name 
actually Gertrude Louise, for friends 
everywhere call her Steve.) 

few charter members our Le- 
gion Post are here present and they 
have told that those early years 
they had few friends, outside the 
hospital, that they were bit 
They didn’t want Steve McCormick 
meet many other patients. There 
suitable place entertain guests; 
warm weather they sat under the trees 
and talked, and bad weather they 
chatted wherever they could find place 
sit down, often the infirmary room 
some veteran. 

Steve has told that she’d all 
day without much drink 
water, Patients were afraid offer even 
bottled soft drink visitor, for 
great was public prejudice 
early years that could have been em- 
barassing. Later Sister Zoe, who was 
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chief nurse, and Dr. Johansen made ar- 
rangements that provided 
Mrs, McCormick the personnel din- 
ing room when she visited here. 

“There has been such change the 
attitude the public,” Steve remarked 
recently. “In the when would ask 
someone accompany Carville 
they would draw back shocked 
amazement and say send anything 
those poor people that needed but 
don’t expect brave enough 
because you are.’ Now has become 
very popular visit Carville and every- 
where people talk freely about their 
know that Steve’s reasoning 
sound, for we, too, have noted the 
change. Many factors contributed 
this right-about-face, but feel the 
most positive action was the consistent 
visits early friends who spread the 
truth about our hospital illness, 
thus dissipating deep-rooted misconcep- 
tions. 

Carville was not Steve’s only interest 
but was the place that she felt the 
most assistance was needed, the 
mother three sons she took more than 
casual interest PTA work, She 
raised the funds the 
school lunch room Destrehan and for 
two years worked gratis the kitchen. 
She served years secretary for the 
Red Cross St. Charles Parish. She has 
served department secretary and pres- 
ident the American Legion Auxiliary 
this state and has organized ten units. 
All these things have been done sans 
fanfare, but 1947 the Norco, Louisi- 
ana, Lions Club gave her their annual 
Civic Award for unselfish service 
others—a well deserved tribute. pres- 
ent Mrs. McCormick working with 
the Louisiana Tuberculosis Association 
field representative traveling all 
over the state. 

difficult for non-patient com- 
prehend the feeling aloneness which 
the past was integral part our 
lives. our minds, least, and prob- 
ably was more concrete than mental, 
there has been invisible 
tween patient and 
ing being set apart. For years Steve 
McCormick and Louis, too, have 


quietly but steadily tearing down 


barrier. They were the first couple 
invite any ‘us visit their home 
and those who have accepted their 
invitations have been ease and made 
feel completely welcome while there. 
where came from anyone who 
drops in. fact neighbors and friends 
have been told about frequently 
that there complete absence un- 
friendliness, everything warm and cor- 


“One more package and have dropped 
them all,” says Steve McCormick meet 
her the door our cottage. 


dial. Such rebuilding self-confidence 
cation, The McCormicks’ sons refer 
some their Carville and 
uncles” and rather like it, despite 
the fact that none are related 
blood ties. 

One time Steve was discussing her 
visits Carville and she remarked, 
“Neither Louis nor have ever felt 
that visited for any worthy cause 
see the ‘poor people’ others referred 
always felt that were just 
going friend’s house for friendly 
visit. Anything have done was done 
with the same feeling that would 
prompt our doing neighbor’s market- 
ing town just any other neighbor- 
good-turn. We’ve gained some won- 
derful friendships Carville—some sin- 
cere and lasting, Sisters couldn’t 
more devoted than Ann and and 
there’s Lady Alice, Hank, Stanley, Car- 
penter and many others have 
known through the years.” 


isn’t unusual for Steve arrive 
loaded down with articles we’ve asked 
her purchase for us. hear 
the radio read the paper about 
some new product that want try, 
some unusual color that needs 
matched for dress we’re making, 
get yen for some dish 
tasted ages and note Steve brings 
her next trip. 

Carvillians agree that the McCor- 
micks can trusted with any confi- 
dential matter. Steve has handled all 
sorts cases from arranging wedding, 
securing lawyer for patient when 
some property home was involved, 
checking children whose grades 
weren’t par, and yes, even get- 
ting together layette for blessed 
event. 

Twenty years have brought many 
changes the Carville scene, all 

(continued next page) 


Around the World 


French Government Supports 
Appeal 

United Nations Mr. Raoul Foller- 
eau, which was published the Feb- 
ruary STAR, urging the governments 
human rights for patients and 
transform institutions 
has been placed the agenda the 
May World Health Organization Gene- 
ral Assembly the French Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Follereau’s message was 
carefully studied officials the 
French Ministry Foreign Affairs, 
Public Health, and French Overseas 
Territories, and was found har- 
mony with the government’s policies 
this field. The permanent French Dele- 
gation the WHO gave the appeal 
favorable reception and had included 
the agenda the May 
that meeting the French delegation will 
express the views the French govern- 
ment the subject. 


French School System Considers 
Education Campaign 


Paris—Mr. Raoul Follereau, President 
the Ordre Charite, recently sub- 
mitted the French Ministry Edu- 
cation suggestion that the government 
institute courses all schools French 
colonies the true nature 
the light modern science. his re- 
quest, Mr. Follereau stated: con- 
quer also requires curing healthy 
people their absurd and insane fear 
this illness. For the patient who has 
been made non-contagious take 
again his place society, public opin- 
ion must prepared accept him 
without repulsion fear, This one 
the most painful aspects the prob- 
The ancient and odious prejudice 
must eliminated. Each must 
have the courage our charity,” The 
Minister Education assured Mr. Fol- 
lereau that would all could 
achieve this goal, and asked him sub- 
mit outline school course 


HD. 


Reds Return Possible cases 
Fifth ROK Army Mobile 
Munson, Korea 


The Communists, their last day 
exchange sick and wounded prison- 
ers, returned three possible cases HD. 
American doctors, however, 
think the men had before they were 
captured, 

The Communists had 
United States that the cases would 
handed over the sixth day the ex- 


change Panmunjom, 

First Lt. Thomas Patrick, 27, Mt. 
Vernon, N.Y., medical advisor the 
5th ROK Army Hospital where the 
South Koreans were delivered from Pan- 
munjom, said one the three seemed 
other two had slight indications. 

Maj. James Robinson, Upper Derby, 
said there are approximately 50,000 
cases both North and South 
Korea, 


Japan Helps India With Medicines 


gift drugs manufactured 
Japan has been made the Health 
Minisiry India. Ryogo Hashimoto, 
Diet member, presenting the gift, 
told progress Japan, use the 
medicines and other modern methods, 
which had sharply cut cases 
about 10,000, declared that 
would help India fight the disease Japan 
was prepared send trained doctors 
and nurses work under the Indian 
Health Minister. 


Progressive Hawaii 


illegal use the term “Leprosy” 
Hawaii reference Hansen’s dis- 
ease, Proper terminology plus modern 
methods treatment are bringing 
about increased professional 
lic understanding. 


Fire Mahaica 


the 10th March the two-story 
frame building which had served 
movie theater and dining hall for the 
patients the Mahaica 
ity, Demerara, British Guiana, 
burned the ground, destroying all 
the recreational equipment housed 
there. This fact was reported THE 
STAR Winslow Hunter and Stanley 
James, patients the hospital, who 
pointed out the heroic work the com- 
inhabitants protecting the 
other buildings, 

The problem rebuilding has been 
presented THE STAR and pass 
along our readers the words 
the writers for whatever help you may 
able give: 

“What with the destruction the en- 
cinematographic apparatus, library, 
musical instruments, books, piano, din- 
ing hall, and club effects, including 
radio, two films, and two engines, the 
loss conservatively estimated 
around $100,000. 

“Though the building may re- 
placed Government, the projectors 
and other furnishings will, all prob- 
ability, need obtained from funds 
raised voluntary enterprise. 
tients are desirous doing our bit 
furnishing our new and better centre. 


“You are aware the immense value 
entertainment and cultural activities 
factors the therapeutics hansen- 
osis. view this, have ventured 
lay the situation before your kind 
consideration the hope that through 
the medium your powerful journal 
you will able afford some as- 
sistance the cause espouse.” 


Blazing the Trail 


other localities. Our modern buildings 
are here now and there are improved 
medical procedures. Our patient body 
changes much more rapidly and 
happier manner, with discharges and 
medicals more prevalent. Morale high 
and physical well-being evidenced 
our ability work, play, and keep fit 
most the time. Visitors are not rari- 
but almost everyday business, 
Things look brighter for all and 
longer feel alone and 

Throughout this period transition 
have known that the McCormicks 
stood side side with us, always ready 
help over any barrier confronting 
and we, turn, have often wished 
there was something could 
adequately express our gratitude for the 
things they have given us—things money 
can’t buy, like friendship, regained con- 
fidence, and restored faith 
What give isn’t given lightly for 
comes from deep inside—a real sincere 
affection for these tried and true friends 
who extended the hand friendship 
and helped over the hurdles fate had 
strewn our pathway when lacked 
the courage longer fight against such 
odds, When our families doubted, Steve 
and Louis understood and eventually 
our families began see the light dawn- 
ing, too. There are people trained 
universities for work the fields 
social welfare and rehabilitation but 
only rarely there born into this world 
few who have the ability tear down 
inferiority complex and rebuild self- 


those who desperately need 


such help. college degree needed 
for their talents are God-given, The Mc- 
Cormicks—Steve and Louis—are among 
those rare few who braved the scorn 
others lacking completely any under- 
standing Carville and doing 
won for ever increasing number 
friends. 

are happy and proud just 
numbered among the friends the Mc- 
Cormicks and they should know they 
rank first our ever lengthening list 
friends. Our wish for them both many 
happy years knowing our apprecia- 
tion for blazing the trail Carville 
twenty long years ago that today 
well-trodden road, leading both into 
our front gate and out again into the 
big, wide, less-prejudiced world. —AP 


June 
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Damien-Dutton Society Awards Plaque 


Stanley Stein receives Damien-Dutton 
Plaque from Sister Vincent Louise while Dr. 
Johansen (left), Sister Teresa, chief 
nurse, and STAR staffers Ann Page and 
Hank Simon smile their approval. 


Early this year letter reached 
from Howard Crouch, Director the 
Society For Aid For Leprosy Patients, 
with headquarters New 
wasn’t the first correspondence 
had exchanged for our files Mr. 
Crouch date back early 1949. How- 
ever, the news this particular letter 
was especially interesting, and while 
wes not for release then, now. 
February the annual meeting the 
Board Governors the Society, five 
proposals had been decided and all 
are now approved Ecclesiastical 
authorities the Roman Catholic 
Church. The proposals were: 

change the name the Society 
For Aid For Leprosy Patients the 
Damien-Dutton Society. 


ask Raphael Brown, Washing- 
ton, D.C., serve contributing edi- 
tor the Society’s publication. Mr, 
Brown the author “World Survey 
Catholic Leprosy Work,” 


change the format the 
Damien-Dutton Call from news sheet 
handy pocket-size magazine, 

have booth the World Mis- 
sion Exhibition St, Louis from May 
17-21. Sister Mary Augustine, Framing- 
ham Centre, Mass., editor Marist 
Missions the Marist Missionary Sis- 
ters, prepared the exhibit. 


outstanding person the United States 
who has contributed either through sci- 
ence, education, humanitarian en- 
deavor better knowledge Han- 
sen’s disease. 


Now June, 1953—the first issue. 


the pocket-size version the Damien- 
Dutton Call has reached and lists 
Raphael Brown contributing editor. 
The World Mission Exhibit was held 
St. Louis May and there 
entation was made which has brought 
great happiness and justifiable pride 
the staff THE STAR, 
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Sister Vincent Louise,* the Daugh- 
ters Charity Vincent Paul, 
who has recently returned from intern- 
ment China, was spending some time 
She flew St. Louis attend the 
World Mission Exhibit 
back Carville with her the beautiful 
plaque have The 
wording below the bronze circle, where- 
the busts Brother Dutton and Fa- 
ther Damien were sculptured Ro- 
bert Amendola, reads: Presented 
Stanley Stein, May 16, 1953, For Out- 
standing Contribution Public Knowl- 
edge the True Facts Hansen’s 
Disease. 

Thus organization, sponsored and 
approved the Roman Catholic 
Church, selected the first recipient 
this annual award, not member 
their faith, but our editor, Stanley Stein, 
who Jewish. What splendid tribute 
the selfless service man who has 
dedicated his entire efforts, without per- 
sonal gain financial remuneration, 
helping patients the world over, 
could that we, who work closely 
with him, are overenthusiastic our 
appraisal Stanley Stein, but can’t 
too far off the beam when out 
clear blue sky organization like the 
Damien-Dutton Society selects him for 
such honor over all others the 
United States. 

Our appreciation the Board 
Governors the Society for their recog- 
nition ‘of work our 
co-workers, Stanley, re- 
ceiving such beautiful plaque accom- 
panied much real meaning serv- 
ice mankind. 


*Sister Vincent Louise Studies Here 


Sister Vincent Louise, Daughter 


Charity St. Vincent Paul, from 
St. Joseph’s Central House, Emmits- 
burg, Maryland, spent three weeks 
Carville May, studying the modern 
treatment disease. This 
study preparation for assign- 
Beni, Bolivia, 

told that 1919 she h-d 
applied for nursing duty Carville but 
had been sent China instead, All to- 
gether she served years the Orient 
and this last tour duty was for 
years. 

Last fall Sister Vincent Louise reached 
the United States after being released 
from internment China. talking 
with her gleaned some the grue- 
some details life China under in- 
ternment, bombings from war, destruc- 
tion hospitals, and death all sides. 
She reluctant discuss these things 
much sounds stranger than fan- 
tastic fiction. 

her early days China, the mode 
travel was tedious, accomplished 
sampans, mule trains, foot. She 
was first stationed Kanchow, There 
were modern facilities, scarcely any 
medical care and the mortality rate 
infants was very high. Through- 
out China’s civil war, hospitals, labo- 
riously built the Sisters, were con- 
fiscated and ransacked. Often the Sis- 
ters fled foot through rice paddies 
and dirt, disguised Chinese clothing, 
begging what food they could and rest- 
ing wherever and whenever there was 
opportunity. 

During bombs were dropped 
all around their hospital but miracu- 
lously there were direct hits the 
infirmary itself. 1944 the Sisters were 
evacuated and sent the 95th 
Hospital work with the American Air 
Forces. 

Early 1952, when the Sisters were 
again their own hospital Kanchow, 
Sister Vincent Louise was suddenly ar- 
rested charge hiding surplus 
drugs and American money. Sister was 
questioned day after day and placed 
solitary confinement. When after 
months this treatment information 
was forthcoming, Sister Vincent Louise 
was released September, 1952, She 
reached the States about month 

trust that Sister Vincent 
Louise’s new assignment South Amer- 
ica things will run smoothly for her and 
that the patients under her care will de- 
rive great benefit from modern treat- 
ment for their illness, 


THE STAR’s phone number Car- 
ville 1602 


Research UCLA 


experimental disease rats 
known “murine leprosy,” said 
similar Hansen’s disease, has been 
successfully treated and prevented in- 
jections isoniazid, the new drug ac- 
claimed tuberculosis treatment, was 
recently announced. 

Dr. Joon Lew, visiting doctor from 
Seoul, Korea, and Dr. Charles Car- 
penter, professor infectious diseases, 
performed the work the University 
California, Los Angeles. 

They injected three groups normal 
rats with material from rats with “mu- 
rine leprosy.” Group one, given isoni- 
azid injections day after the inocula- 
tion, did not develop the disease, Group 
two, given injections after the disease 
had developed, were rapidly healed. 
The uninjected group developed severe 
cases “murine leprosy” and died, 

Other investigators, was said, have 
made preliminary studies isoniazid 
treatment for disease, but 
without results striking the rat 
studies. (Isoniazid was tried Carville 
and apparently found 
against HD. was discontinued) 

The UCLA researchers say that since 
the rats were given injections with good 
results, and Hansen’s disease patients 
took the drug mouth, the method 
the administration the isoniazid may 
important factor its effective- 
ness. 

“Murine leprosy” found only 
among rats and cannot transmitted 
humans, but seems the best me- 
diuin for screening new drugs for use 
the human disease, the researchers said. 
(Dr. Cowdry’s experimental work 
with Promin “murine leprosy” set 
the stage for the original trial Pro- 
min Dr, Faget, here, Car- 
ville) 

THE STAR asked Sister Hilary Ross, 
chemist, comment the UCLA re- 
search. Sister Hilary said, “Since rats 
and mice are used for screening pur- 
poses many diseases, logical that 
they should used for the same pur- 
pose the screening drugs for pos- 
sible use Hansen’s disease. However, 
one should not too optimistic over 
results obtained treating “murine lep- 
rosy” rats, because their infection 
relatively short duration, whereas 
Hansen’s disease the problem has 
deal with lesions that 
existed for years, may from that 
point view that good results have not 
been obtained the present date with 
isoniazid the treatment Hansen’s 
disease. Unless drug contraindicated 
when given orally (as the case 
Promin), equal results should ob- 


tained regardless the route employed 
its administration. 

Dr. Joon Lew remembered Car- 
ville. spent two weeks here March, 
1951, and was interviewed THE 
came the U.S. Decem- 
ber, 1950, the guest our State De- 
partment, intending stay for only 
three months. founder and executive 
director the Korean 
sociation, Dr. Joon Lew has long been 
dous health problem his country. Dr. 
Lew told that hoped that the 
U.S. would invite scholars from other 
countries who are deeply interested 
come here for least two 
three years for serious study 
search the subject. 


NEW PEOPLE ARRIVE 


Eight more patients from the Virgin 
Islands arrived Carville May 
after nine-hour trip army air trans- 
port, The five men and three women 
the group joined seventeen their com- 
rades, who were transferred Carville 
little over two years ago, and they now 
form very colorful segment our 
community, with their picturesque 
speech and their rhythmic music, which 
they describe much than 
ours. 

The trip from the Virgin Islands 
Puerto Rico was made twin-engine 
plane and there they transferred 
four-motor equipped with 
beds. attendence were nurse, stew- 
ardess, and steward, who did everything 
possible provide comfort for their pa- 
tients. 

Ten patients are now left the 
community near Christiansted, St. 
Croix, Virgin Islands, and the new ar- 
rivals report that these did not wish 
come Carville, either because their 
age because they did not wish 
separated far from their families, Ac- 
cording the patients, doctors the 
Virgin Islands show very little interest 
and not seem competent 
their treatment the illness. The new 
Virgin Islanders are pleased their 
first impressions Carville and look 
forward more effective treatments 
here. 


Notice Subscribers 


When moving from one place an- 
other kindly notify us, giving both old 
and new addresses. THE STAR 
mailed second-class permit and can- 
not forwarded, When subscriber 
moves without sending change ad- 
dress card, the issue returned the 
publisher. 


LIGHTING CANDLE 


Since inaugurated our Sulfones for 
Santals project Dec. 1952, total 
$465 has been sent through THE 
STAR Father Thaddeus Mudry, 
whose report appears the opposite 
page. 

Just before Christmas, 
tients raised $100 game party spon- 
sored the local Holy Name 
THE STAR added $50, and from this 
contribution the first supply Sulfone 
drugs was made possible for group 

Associated Press thought 
wire worthy, and keeping with the 
spirit Christmas. did lady 
Lake Charles, La., who the story 
and then contributed $100 which her 
husband had given her buy herself 
gift. Individuals added another $15. 
Our Sulfones for Santals project was 
well underway. 


The St. Louis Register, Catholic 
reported the project, and one 
its readers sent check for $100 
buy more Sulfones, Another $100 for 
the same purpose came from 
Detroit, donated “in thanksgiving for 
prayers heard.” 

India said have well excess 
1,000,000 cases Hansen’s disease, only 
very small percentage which are 
under treatment. costs approximately 
85¢ provide DDS (the parent Sul- 
fone) treatment for one patient for 
year. date our Sulfones for San- 
tals fund can take care treating about 
547 patients for one year. True, this 
only drop the bucket, but the 
old Chinese proverb goes, better 
light one candle, than curse the 
approach, which warmly sub- 
scribe. 

Father Thaddeus lit the first candle 
when after reading The Di- 
gest’s condensation Betty Martin’s, 
Miracle Carville, wrote Betty 
describing the plight countless thou- 
sands untreated cases the area 
his mission station. The letter was 
forwarded THE STAR. 


his latest communication THE 
STAR, Father Mudry writes, have 
separate Sulfones for Santals fund and 
the money put there and used only for 
buying drugs for our patients. fact, 
are held use donations for the 
exact purpose that they are specified— 
and this grave obligation noted 
our moral theology.” 

Father Thaddeus Mudry member 
the Franciscan Mission In- 
dia, whose American headquarters 
Loretto, 


June 


Report from India 


Father Thaddeus Mudry, T.O.R. 


Catholic Mission Station, Mirzachowki, Bihar Province, Bhagalpur District 


Pennsylvania-born Father Thaddeus Mud- 
ry, who became priest 1948, took his 


four years theological training India. 


Today one “those fact, 
the last four days have been that way, 
and the next five weeks will that 
way—until the monsoons break around 
the end June—up 135 degrees 
the sun, 100-109 the “cool 
porch. However, have not been mind- 
ing the heat much this year, for 
living dream-come-true world ever 
since the news was first received that 
THE STAR had inaugurated the “Sul- 
fones for Santals” project, heat 
heat, just must sit down and write 
behalf our community and Hansen’s 
disease patients. sincere appreciation 
and heartfelt thanks Mr. Stein, his 
co-workers, and all those 
throughout the United States who are 
helping their work and donations 
make this great humanitarian project 
huge success. May God bless them for 
their charity and selflessness helping 
others. Would God that others, more 
bountifully blessed, would follow their 
God-like example. 

have been giving out Novophone 
and Novotrone now for about months. 
Gokhla Village, our headquarters, 
have patients. Our lady doctor, 
Dr. Dorothy Diaz, was glad report 
that two the patients have regained 
sensation the affected parts their 


arms and legs, four cases where the 


marks were rather slight, they have dis- 
turned. those that are quite ad- 
vanced, she noted notable signs 
improvement—it takes time. 


Kasumba, small village the 
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(Patna Diocese), Ry, India 


interior, there are about patients; 
Bachha, about and Dakaita, 
about this sector, known the 
Bachha-Dakaita Sector, there are about 
100 other patients who are visited 
their homes, and who, because weak- 
ness some other reason, not 
these small stations for their 
The Father charge this sector, who 
gives the treatment, Father Mark San- 
tucci, formerly Palmer, Mass. (In- 
cidentally, has been correspond- 
ence for several years with Joey Guer- 
rero.) 

the Southern Section our Mis- 
sion, there are 55-65 patients Salai. 
They are handled Rev. Aquinas 
Lieb, who quite accomplished the 
medical line. reports that 
tients had been taking the “old” treat- 
ment there years—chaulmoogra oil 
but there was never any nota- 
ble improvement the cases. Now 
says that cases that are not too far ad- 
vanced have not only been arrested, but 
cases small marks had disap- 
peared and return sensation was 
noted. 

Godda and Baromasia, handled 
the Rev. Frs. Boniface and Alexander, 
there are about scattered cases, 
report has come from there yet re- 
garding the results their patients, 

Although there are close 5,000 cases 
Hansen’s disease our section the 
Santal Parganas, you may amazed 
the small number patients that are 
taking advantage these new wonder 
drugs, But such the nature these 
people. They would rather sit under 
shady tree agony, than walk few 
miles for these life-saving drugs. the 
other hand, they cannot afford take 
even day off from their agricultural 
work—many live from hand mouth 
end from day day; some don’t make 
it. They must trained accept even 
the good things this world, How- 
ever, these who have enjoyed some im- 
provement their sickness are spread- 
ing the good news, and more are 
ing-on.” Due this slow start, the Su- 
perior the Mission, the very Rev. 
Patrick Boland, had decided send 
the second shipment drugs three 
hospitals our Province—Bihar. They 
are: The Holy Family Hospital Pat- 
na, the capital Bihar. This hospital 


the Medical Missionary Sis- 


ters (Fox Chase, Philadelphia). 
quite large hospital for India, having 
doctors, Sisters, 25-35 nurses, 


and many lay workers. They treat thou- 
sands patients every year for every 
type disease. The Nazareth Hospital 
Mokamah, operated the Sisters 
Mercy (Kentucky), and the Holy Fam- 
ily Hospital Mandar, also run 
the above-mentioned Medical Mission- 
ary Sisters. They have only recently re- 
ceived the medicine and have not yet 
submitted their reports, These three 
hospitals are situated near large 
metropolises where many Hansen’s dis- 
ease sufferers hang-out, their “take” 
from begging larger there, 


take back one the things men- 
tioned, rather hinted at, letter 
Betty Martin, viz., you were 
treated like Maharani comparison 
with the way patients are treated here,” 
words that meant the same. This 
doubt true from the standpoint 
physical treatment; however, from the 
moral viewpoint, I’m afraid not. There 
very, very little, any, social ostra- 
cism over here India regard 
Hansen’s disease. The inhabitants take 
much more enlightened and spiritual 
viewpoint it, spite the fact that 
they are illiterate, than Americans who 
are so-called educated, practicable, and 
reasonable people. And this, despite the 
fact that the American public has been 
frequently informed that feebly 
communicable. The sooner they 
way with the ridiculous notion that 
person who has must literally 
for life, the sooner progress will 
made. Early cases will not hesitate 
present themselves for treatment, and 
they will cured. edifying 
here see passengers bus train 
share their seats with sufferer. 


They are allowed theaters, hotels, 
restaurants, etc. course, all ill- 
nesses, but not because one has that 
particular disease, but rather 
cause one feels helpless, the advanced 
case may have 
complex, but nothing, absolutely noth- 
ing comparison with that felt 
the States, Several months ago, went 
Kasumba, “jungle” village chapel 
for Sunday Mass, The patients gather 
the morning and after services the 
Father gives the treatment. 
didn’t show cook rice, and 
these people graciously consented 
cook food and wash the dishes. Tears 
welled eyes. How could people 
kind and self-sacrificing, spite 
their sufferings, Could this happen 
the States? should. 
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Financial Benefits For Patients 


patients will get in- 
creased financial allowances, based 
the rise the cost living, reports 
Malamalama, the newspaper published 
Hale Mohalu, the community 
the outskirts Honolulu. Using the 
1935-39 price index the norm, the 
Territorial Board Health, re- 
cent meeting, recognized the increase 
costs consumers and approved the 
following increases: 

“Patients quarterly cash al- 
lowance spent them any 
way they wish, This cash allowance has 
been recommended increased from 
$10 quarterly. Patients also have 
semi-annual allowance for clothing 
which will now $30 instead the 
previous $25 for the six-month period, 
Those who are blind receive additional 
compensation, with change their al- 
lowance bringing $10 instead 
the former $7.50 month. The ration 
allowance will remain the same $10 
weekly.” 

This system financial benefits di- 
rectly the patient was started many 
years ago the Territorial government 
and was continued when the Federal 
Government undertook the financing 
Hawaii’s program 1952. The 
Federal appropriation based per 
diem allowance about $9.50 per pa- 
tient. The comparative per diem figure 
for Carville patients $11.21. From this, 
Carville patients may receive clothing 
which distributed local materiel 
office and the amount issued not 
exceed average $60 year per pa- 
tient. The patients Hawaii will re- 
ceive allowance for clothing equal 
the average evaluation clothing 
sued Carville. The Carville patient 
who receives his food uncooked that 
can prepare his own taste 
given raw rations, which average $1.04 
day The patient Hawaii 
will receive allowance for food 
$1.43 day. 

Under the new plan all patients 
Hawaii will receive cash allowance 
$10 quarterly, with those who are blind 
receiving additional amount which 
would bring their cash income $10 
monthly. Although the appropriation 
for running both the Carville and the 
Hawaii communities now comes 
from the same source, Carville patients 
have never received cash benefits, How- 
ever, Public Law Security 
Act Amendments 1950—made pos- 
sible for the aged, blind, and perman- 
ently disabled patients Carville, who 
are need, receive monthly cash 
grant. Before this law could become ef- 
fective, the individual states would have 


pass enabling legislation, the So- 
cial Security Act Amendments provide 
that the Federal Government shall 
match state funds, and payments shall 
made through the states the in- 
dividual beneficiary. 

Two years after the passage Pub- 
lic Law 734, Louisiana’s Governor Rob- 
ert Kennon, during July, 1952, signed 
the enabling legislation for that State. 
The State law, Act 281, specifically lim- 
its the benefits the legislation those 
patients who were residents Louisi- 
ana before admission this 
For those who are deemed eligible, al- 
most year has passed without anyone 
receiving the benefits the legislation. 
However, Mrs. Edith Ross, the 
Louisiana Department Public Wel- 
fare, says that directive has been 
sued the Iberville Parish Dept. 
Public Welfare receive applications 
and that the payments would range 
from $10 $12 per month, Miss Sarah 
Ahearne, local social worker, announced 
that applications were being taken 
June and that payments would soon 
made. 


hoped that Louisiana’s example 
will guide for other states fol- 
low, that patients from all states may 
have the same opportunity receive 
benefits from Public Law 734, 


THE BAMBOO ROOM 


The newest lounge Carville 
graced the picturesque name the 
Bamboo Room. The name arises from 
the room’s furniture which consists 
bamboo-framed chairs, love seats, and 
three-sectional divans 
ored cushions, Located the recreation 
building, across the hall from the Can- 
teen, the Bamboo Room meant 
serve meeting place for handicapped 
patients. 

This lounge can also serve sound 
addition the almost $900 
worth bamboo furnishings supplied 
the Government, contains radio- 
phonograph donated the Louisiana 
Department the Disabled American 
Veterans 1950. The walls the room 
are lined with shelves containing about 
200 recordings which were given the 
hospital Dalton’s department store 
and Werlein’s music store, both Bat- 
Rouge. 


There are also some 800 books the 
room which have been recorded the 
Library part their serv- 
ice the blind, About forty Carville 
patients have reading machines and take 
advantage this opportunity fill 
their hours alone with reading. 


CHEF COMING 


World War veterans who are patients 
this hospital, and others, are looking 
forward with pleasure the visit here 
July the National Head the 
Forty and Eight (honor society The 
Fer John Newberry and Newberry 
Jefferson City, Missouri. 

Local Voyaguers will have the co- 
operation the Grand Voiture 
Louisiana through its Carville co-ordin- 
ating committee, chairman Joe Darwin, 
Baton Rouge, entertaining our dis- 
tinguished guests, 


DOCTORS LEAVING 


Two members our resident medi- 
cal staff will soon leaving Carville, 
They are Dr. Richard Dawes and Dr. 
Harry Wise, 

Dr. Dawes has resigned from the Pub- 
lic Health Service. came here year 
ago just after finishing his internship 
the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital 
New Orleans. After July will 
engage private practice Thibo- 
deaux, Louisiana. 

Dr, Wise has been charge the 
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Clinic since 
October, 1952. His new assignment 
the U.S. Public Health Service Hospi- 
tal, Seattle, Wash, 

their comparatively short tour 
duty Carville both Dr. Dawes and 
Dr. Wise have won the confidence 
the patients their warm friendliness 
and competence. 


DEATH DR. VAN STUDDIFORD 


was with sincere regret that 
learned the death Dr. Martin 
Thomas Van Studdiford his home 
New Orleans May 15, after long 
illness 

Dr. Van Studdiford, “Dr. 
his many friends called him, was con- 
sultant dermatologist this hospital for 
the past eight years and made 
weekly trip Carville. “Dr. Van” was 
held high esteem both staff and 
patients, 

Dr. Van Studdiford, native Jones- 
burg, received his M.D, from Tu- 
lane University. served his intern- 
ship the Presbyterian Hospital, New 
Orleans, and did postgraduate work 
the Vanderbilt Clinic, New York, Bar- 
nard Skin and Cancer Hospital, St. 
Louis, and studied Europe. 

* * 


NEW CONSULTANT 


Dr. Lee McLean, New Orleans, 
the new consulting dermatologist this 
hospital. Dr. McLean was associate 
Dr. Van Studdiford and comes highly 
recommended. 


June 
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The Michigan was derived from 
Indian word meaning 
water.” Recently several groups 
Michigan citizens travelled from the 
Great Lakes area presumably see the 
Waters” the southern end 
its travels and included visit our 
bend the Mississippi. 

Elmer Smith Claw- 
son, Mich., Carville Chairman for the 
Grande Voiture, Forty and Eight, and 
Clarke Wilbur, Grand Rapids, director 
Child Welfare, here discuss the lat- 
ter’s visit this past winter and the form- 
er’s planned visit this summer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarke Wilbur dropped 
touring and returning their hotel 
New Orleans hour. got 
talking about the outstanding job being 
done Michigan behalf our edu- 
cational campaign and first thing 
knew was past visiting 
hours. Reluctantly the Wilburs left, but 
since that time they have been talking 
groups, both large and small, about 
their visit here and telling others why 
they should make the trip, Clarke Wil- 
bur took back Grand Rapids some 
slides belonging one our residents 
which has been showing all over the 
state, 

Mr. and Mrs. Cox, Battle Creek, 
came calling March 14. Mr. Cox 
with the postoffice department, ac- 
tive Legionnaire and Voyageur and 
Mrs. Cox all wrapped Auxiliary 
work Battle Creek. While touring the 
couple, asked about friend whom 
have never met, Otto Brimberry. 
are admirers Mr. Brimberry for 
has been most constant keeping his 
Voiture 181, 100% subscriptions 
our publication through the years. 
Mr. Cox with the postoffice told 
him the difficulties encountered when 
subscribers fail give complete ad- 
dresses, not write this information 
very clearly. commented further that 
Otto Brimberry could always 
counted give complete and con- 
cise data his lists. Believe 
same tidy lists come from many other 
Voitures, too, and happy that the 
ones done carelessly are the minority 
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for they account large extent for 
non-receipt issues. 

Harold Parker, Richmond, made his 
third visit our community April- 
His first visit was 1951 shortly after 
Miracle Carville, and with 
him was Mrs. Parker. Since that first 
visit the couple have shown Har- 
ris’ slides Woman’s Clubs, Study 
Clubs, Rotary Clubs, Church groups 
and visitors their home Michi- 
gan. Mr. Parker Legionnaire and 
Mrs. Parker member the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary. Mr. Parker’s 
most recent visit gave him the names 
and addresses some our Michigan 
friends, whom they plan call on, 


* * * 


Not from Michigan but from Buffalo, 
New York, came Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Wamsley, their daughter, Margaret, and 
Wamsley, brother, April Le- 
gionnaires may that the American 
Legion Magazine, August 1951, carried 
splendid article about Public School 
which Paul Wamsley Principal. 
The article concerned the modern ap- 
proach teaching Americanism this 
Buffalo elementary school. Wamsley 
also active his Lion’s Club and 
American Legion Auxiliary. Since their 
visit the Wamsleys wrote, “We now 
readily understand the meaning the 
book Miracle Carville and have ap- 
peared before Legion groups 
tize the story your community 
saw it.” 

The Wamsley brought along book 
for our library entitled From Major Jor- 
dan’s Diaries George Racey Jordan, 
This book the gift the writer Tay- 
lor Caldwell. 


Students 


This group twenty-one students 
trom the school Social Work, 
University, New Orleans has representa- 
tives from Japan, China, Egypt, Bel- 
gium, France, Germany, Puerto Rico 


and from the states Utah, Wisconsin, 
New York, Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, 
Texas and Louisiana, They were 
brought here May Miss Evelyn 
Cochrane who instructs Social Work 
Tulane, The tour our community 
was conducted Miss Sarah Ahearne, 
Medical Social Worker the hospital 
staff, 


* * * 


Saturday afternoon, May the 
gateman called tell that there 
was bus load students toured. 
replied, “Send them over, Guides are 
waiting the rec hall.” This group 
senior students were from the Green- 
field, Missouri, High School and with 
their sponsors, Miss Agnes Willett and 
Mr. Barnwell, were touring our 
state chartered bus complete with 
uniformed driver. This type tour for 
the senior class conducted annually 
and invariably visit our hospital 
included the itinerary. 


FILM PRODUCER CALLS 


Nicholas Read, producer-director 
Potomac Film Producers, Inc., Washing- 
ton, D.C., and former head motion 
pictures for the USPHS, was recent 
visitor Carville. Mr. Read grad- 
uate the University North Caro- 
lina and went from there the Uni- 
versity Minnesota Rockefeller 
Foundation documentary film writ- 
ing. combat cameraman, filmed 
the Normandy invasion and produced 
several documentaries war action. 

Mr. Read’s film All Right” 
which concerned among Negroes 
the South was acclaimed New York 
the best documentary film the 
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LEST FORGET 


“No community the United States, 
large small, has had more impres- 
sive program than the one you have had 
here today,” said Judge Carlos 
prominent Baton Rouge attor- 
ney, after taps were sounded our 
Memorial Day ceremony May 30. 

Our local Post The American Le- 
gion, Spann 188, arranged and 
sponsored the commemorative program. 
The Post has been doing this since its 
inception the early 30’s, and this year 
the Legionnaires again had the co-oper- 
ation the Local American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit and Voiture Locale 902, 
The Point Clair Lions Club and 
other patients’ organizations joined the 
procession which formed front the 
recreation building and marched the 
little cemetery the rear the hospi- 
tal grounds, 

Judge Carlos Spaht, who has 
proved staunch friend the pa- 
tients, gave stirring address, closing 
with Kipling’s immortal lines: 

“The tumult and the shouting dies, 

The Captain and the Kings depart, 

Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, 

humble and contrite heart, 

Lest forget lest forget!” 

Resident Chaplain Carl Elder gave 
the invocation, and Rabbi Marvin Rez- 
nikoff, Liberal Synagogue, Baton 
Rouge, the benediction. mixed chorus 
under the direction Sister Laura 
Stricker sang several sacred and patriotic 
numbers, while floral offerings were 
laid the last resting place some 
World War veterans and widows vet- 
erans, all whom had been patients 
here. The Marine Corps League 
Baton Rouge, headed Ralph Shan- 
nock, brought their firing squad and 
bugler. 


VETS ENTERTAINED 


It’s just old Carville custom for 
Bobby Wallace Unit, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Jefferson, La., give lawn 
party here for local vets, Auxiliary mem- 
bers, and their guests. The party usu- 
ally takes takes place the afternoon 


Memorial Day, soon thereafter, 
this year the Jefferson group enter- 
“under the oaks,” Sunday 
May 31. Southern hospitality included 
much good talk and much good food. 
Mrs. James Angell, Louisiana Dept. 
President, member Bobby Wallace 
Unit, arranged her busy schedule 
that she could spend the afternoon with 
Carville friends. 


ADDITIONAL CHURCH SERVICES 


Carville’s Union Protestant Church 
interdenominational chapel which 
has served the spiritual needs the 
many patients who before coming 
Carville worshipped one the vari- 
ous sects which make the Protestant 
faith. Since the Reverend Elder 
joined the Carville family 1952 
chaplain our Protestant Church, 
has been his aim not only continue 
the interdenominational services but al- 
enlarge the opportunity for some 
the patients enjoy the order 
their particular Specially has 
this been true for the Episcopal group, 
which now participates monthly 
communion These services are 
led alternate months three visit- 
ing members the clergy. The Rev- 
erends Philip Werlein St. James Epis- 
copal, Stratton Lawrence Trinity 
Episcopal, and Leonard Nelson the 
L.S.U. Episcopal Students Center, All 
these ministers are from Baton 
Rouge. 


The members the Greek Orthodox 
Church also have the opportunity 
celebrate with their own ritual now. 
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This made possible the visits 
the Reverend Vassilios Bouterakos, who 
comes Carville quarterly 
own church New Orleans, the Holy 
Trinity Hellenic Orthodox Church. 


GIRLS AFRAID “RATS” 


“The feminine members the gradu- 
ating class the Sedalia (Mo.) high 
school have tabooed the ancestral ‘rat,’ 
because its alleged breeding lep- 
rosy, and the future that famous 
dornment will longer one the 
most conspicuous objects the senior 
girls’ beauty.” 

This was the startling announcement 
that confronted readers the old Sed- 
alia Democrat-Sentinel back 
ruary, 1910. The radical action had 
been taken after the close school 
day before, when Miss Eleanor 
Berry, vice-president, called the girls to- 
gether the school auditorium. 
course, the rat this case was not the 
but the pad worn puff out 
woman’s hair, This taboo resulted from 
newspaper article read Miss Berry 
which said that woman had contracted 
leprosy wearing “rat” made from 
hair that had been removed from the 
dead body woman afflicted with 
that disease. the Democrat-Sentinel 
put it, “the story caused 
among the demure misses.” 


Forty-three years later the Sedalia 
Democrat checked back this article 
and found that only Miss Berry, who 
now Mrs. Eleanor Edmiston, coun- 
selor the Woodrow Wilson Junior 
High School, San Diego, Calif., and one 
other member the 1910 class remem- 
bered the incident; but does serve 
illustrate the ridiculous superstitions 
which the erroneous term fos- 
ters. Strangely enough, one seems 
have checked with reliable medical 
source 1910, but its 1953 review 
the situation, the Democrat phoned 
Doctors Lowe and Hopkins 
and asked were really possible 
contract leprosy from “rat.” The ques- 
tion was greeted with considerable 
laughter before Dr. Lowe, after consult- 
ation with his colleague, said, “We 
agree that isn’t possible. The exact 
manner which (Hansen’s disease) 
contracted hasn’t been completely 
cleared yet, but the ‘rat’ doesn’t 
seem the solution.” 


even more pertinent question, 
seems us, whether such tale could 
have arisen “to cause shudder among 
the demure misses” there had been 
proper name for the illness 1910 rath- 
than the taboo-laden misnomer “lep- 
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Carville had time for comedy re- 
cent weeks, and the kind comedy 
enjoyed can best described one 
word. The word “delightful.” 

“The Happy Time,” comedy love 
three acts, Samuel Taylor, was 
the offering the Baton Rouge Little 
Theater here the evening May 17. 
was their final production the sea- 
son, which only the evening before had 
concluded week’s run Baton 
where was acclaimed the most suc- 
cessful play the Little Theater’s 1952- 
season, “Happy Time” the story 
the intimate home life French- 
Canadian family living Ottawa. 
concerns three generations the Bon- 
nard family, all whom have the 
vivre full measure. This produc- 
tion, with excellent cast twelve, 
directed Lee Edwards, seemed 
have particular appeal the Car- 
ville audience many the patients 
have Acadian background; perhaps they 
recognized some their own family 
prototypes among the Bonnards. The 
audience chuckled throughout the play, 
with occasional outburst laughter. 


Tommy Beard, youthful Louisiana 
State golf champion, carried home the 
marbles from the fourth annual Point 
Clair Invitational golf tournament 
June when defeated Carville’s sev- 
enteen-year-old champ, Bert Woods, 
2-up, the final round the cham- 
pionship flight. Beard had shoot two- 
under-par golf subdue Woods, who 
shot even par every round played. 
However, the big difference 
games was that Woods was shooting for 
his par almost every hole while 
Beard was shooting for birdies, 

field forty-three golfers took part 
the tourney, which sponsored 
the Patients’ Federation. The largest 
contingent was the twenty-eight entrants 
from Baton Rouge. Thirteen Carville 
patients took part the one-day 
matches, and two players represented 
New Orleans. qualifying 
round started the day and John De- 
Simio, local physio-therapist, took med- 
honors with one-under-par 33. 

After qualifying, the field was di- 
vided into six flights for three nine-hole 
rounds match play Henry Thom- 
golf pro New Orleans City Park, 
who served tournament director. 
Woods and DeSimio were joined the 
championship flight Carvillians 
Homer Garcia and Slade give the 
local golfers the largest representation 
they have had the championship 
flight far. The visitors joining Beard 


1953 


Time For Comedy 


And while the sophisticate might not 
consider line such “As nervous 
fish Friday” funny, the rocking- 
chair brigade here recalled with 
laughter week later. 

Director Lee Edwards told his old 
friend, Eldon Durand, director the 
New Orleans Community Theater, 
about Carville’s appreciative audience. 
Saturday, June Mr. Durand 
brought his cast sixteen here pre- 
sent “Father the Bride,” comedy 
three acts Caroline Francke, This 
story about typical American famiiy, 
While the comedy “Happy Time” 
was droll and time subtle, the come- 
“Father the Bride” was jolly 
and amusing, almost farcical, 
story the wedding plans that grew 
and grew, unfolded. 

Despite the intense heat our thea- 
ter, which not air-conditioned, 
ther the Bride” was enthusiastically 
received. Every member the cast 
turned good performance with the 
whole production professional stand- 
ard. hope that next season will 
gain bring productions from both 


Key Pitt Sports 


the select group were Bob Ragsdale, 
Tridico, and Joe Lanier. 

The sun scorched the 2,453-yard, nine- 
hole course all day, keeping the temper- 
ature above degrees the shade, 
and when the sweat-drenched players 
brought their score cards the end 
the last-round matches, five the 
local players were able take places 
the winners’ table, Steady shooting Cap 
Hernandez took the first prize the 
second flight, while Dan Morris was the 
class the sixth flight. Runner-up 
honors went the cham- 
pionship flight, Sylvestre Aneta the 
first flight and Kay Kiyama the sec- 
ond flight, 

Visitor Bill Dodson, runner-up for 
the State prep championship, won the 
victor’s mantle the first flight, and 
visitors made clean sweep the prizes 
the fourth and fifth flights, with 
Louis Dugazon defeating Marvin Kraft, 
and Nick Spring taking the measure 
George Stephens. The final prize win- 
ner was Jack Sanches who took second- 
place winner ‘in the last flight. 

Some respite from the heat was gained 
the players noon when they en- 
joyed box lunches and cold drinks un- 
der the oaks around the tennis court. 

Bill Williams, sports columnist for the 
Baton Rouge State Times, set shop 
under the trees near the cold drink 
stand and sweated out the proceedings 
over his typewriter, The next day’s pa- 


these outstanding Little Theater groups. 


Comedy the stock trade pop- 
ular Max Fetty, one Carville’s favor- 
ite people. Max, sauve and genial 
ever, was hand Sunday afternoon, 
May 24, emcee sparkling variety 
program our theater. The program, 
sponsored Chapter No. 163, Order 
the Eastern Star, Baton Rouge, was 
arranged the Chapter’s committee for 
Carville entertainment, whose chairman 
Mrs. Bonnecarre. style show 
called Dream Summertime” was 
the main attraction with lovely models 
displaying smart costumes for every oc- 
casion, including beach wear. 

Mrs. Bonnecarre presented new flag 
the Spann Post 188, The 
American Legion. was accepted 
Post commander Joe Martinez. All this 
and refreshments, too, served the rec- 
hall the visitors, Background music 
for the program and for dancing after 
the show was provided popular Ba- 
ton Rouge orchestra, courtesy the 
Musicians’ Trust Fund, 


pers carried his excellent account the 
ever-growing Point Clair Invitational 
Tournament, the increasing suc- 
cess which his writings have undoubt- 
edly helped. 

* * * 

Hard hit graduations, which saw 
seven first-team players leave Carville, 
the all-patient Carville Indians softball 
team was dropped into lower-ranking 
league for the 1953 season. case 
bad matching, for despite its inexperi- 
enced roster the Carville Indians have 
been victorious their first six league 
games, winning each comfortable 
ten- fifteen-run margin. There are 
nine other teams competing against 
the River League. All are from Baton 
Rouge and double duty partici- 
pating the all-Baptist Church League. 
The Indians have not been success- 
ful their exhibition games against 
teams Baton Rouge’s National 
League, which formerly competed. 
The local team has won only one out 
four starts against the National League 
visitors. 

The fans Richard Williams will 
glad know that Richard, who was 
the star pitcher last year’s Carville 
Indians, struck out twelve men while 
pitching recent no-hit, no-run game 
South Florida softball league where 
now plays. Richard was the subject 
Ebony magazine, 
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have just received the March num- 
ber your most esteemed publication, 
for which thank you warmly, and 
would like express delight with 
Dr. Lendrum’s article, Name ‘Lep- 

writes, “It least plausible 
theory that the organism must pass pari 
its life cycle some insect some 
other host between one human infection 
and 

you know, spent many years 
working with Hansen patients, both 
Nigeria and Southern Rhodesia, and 
carried out great deal research into 
the actual mode transmission the 
disease. cut very long story short, 
conclusions were:- 

That the cockroach the inter- 
mediate host, 

That the faeces the cock- 
roach that are the infective agent. 

That the infection remains for 
many years the faeces. 

That the bite the cockroach does 
not transmit the disease. 

That the infection 
through ingestion the faeces food, 
and inoculation through the skin. 

Lendrum also states, “The dis- 
ease has never been proved con- 
complete agreement with this statement. 
fact, there are many reasons for be- 
lieving that the disease not conta- 
gious. 

the hope that you will find 
hansenologist the America, 
willing spend years checking this 
work, that send you this note. 
will assured absorbing study. 

Nomenclature must revised. Call 
the disease Hansen’s disease, Leprolo- 
gist should Hansenologist, leprous 
should Hansenous, and the word lep- 
rosarium should replaced just hos- 
pital, whilst must wiped out. 
Why should not called merely 
patient, very good word that use 
all other diseases? 

Bernard Moiser, M.D. 
Kenya, East Africa 
* * * 

Moiser, now 75, and retired, has 
had more than 40-years’ 
the care and treatment patients with 
Hansen’s disease. has written several 
papers his cockroach theory which 
have appeared the East Africa 
cal Journal and other pub- 
lications. Some other investigators hold 
that Hansen’s disease transmitted 
insects—fleas, mosquitos, etc., have been 
blamed. course, this only conjec- 
ture, but for that matter the gen- 
erally accepted concept “prolonged 
and intimate contact,” Ed. 


Mail Bag 


There great need for education 
the public about Hansen’s disease, just 
there about many other serious 
public health problems. Great strides 
have been made reducing the unrea- 
sonable fear the disease and sure 
that continued educational work will 
bring this fear down the level 
healthy respect, which turn will as- 
rather than hinder proper care 
the disease. the opinion that 


-continued educational efforts will 


the job without change the name 
the disease, sure that the 
neme were changed and there were 
educational effort, the job would never 
accomplished. 

our work with patients and house- 
hold contacts patients, meet many 
people who have never heard leprosy 
Hansen’s disease and not have any 
idea what kind disease is. 
must explain them simply and briefly 
what their problem is. Here big job 
education entirely aside 
“name” problem. 

really appreciate the biblical at- 
titude toward the disease one has 
take great deal Bible training, far 
more than most get. And this bib- 
lical attitude does not play part 
the seriousness the leprosy problem 
most the world, the Hebrew and 
Christian Faiths are very much the 
minority, 

The various articles which you have 
published the derivation the word 
leprosy are good educational material, 
whether not one 
change name, They appeal the 
group who have had large amount 
biblical training, and they give good 
reasons for thinking today’s leprosy 
different from that former ages. 
course, many important diseases have 
changed some their characteristics 
and their impact the population over 
long periods 

was pleased see Dr. Lendrum’s 
paper the American Journal Trop- 
Medicine and Hygiene. There has 
been need for such presentation 
the derivation the word leprosy. Had 
seen this paper earlier, may have 
avoided being one those guilty 
fraudulent erudition. 

Since have never had the pleasure 
being Greek, Hebrew, Ancient His- 
tory student, unable evaluate 
the main portion Dr. Lendrum’s pa- 
per. seems me, however, that 
has tried only present the case against 
the term “leprosy” and has not consid- 
ered the other 

not agree that central prob- 
lem today—is the removal barricade 
between patient and treatment created 


disastrous nomenclature.” Certain- 
many, not most the problems 
Hansen’s disease could removed 
had treatment agent which would 
its work few months. The sul- 
fones are real boon, but results are 
often too long appearing. Our 
need better drug. 


There are many barriers between the 
patient and treatment; nomenclature 
only one, Patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease must have their disease dis- 
covered early possible, (2) have med- 
ical care available, (3) able fi- 
nance their medical care 
needs living, (4) provide guidance 
and support for their dependents, (5) 
possess great deal patience. Any one 
these problems more important 
than the barrier disastrous nomencla- 
ture, 

Fred Kluth, M.D. 

Epidemiologist, Leonard Wood Memorial 
Nueces County Health Unit 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 


disagree with Dr. Kluth’s conclu- 
sions, appreciate the biblical 
tude towards the disease one has take 
great deal Bible training,” Quite 
the contrary. The misunderstanding 
about leprosy the Bible usually the 
case little learning being danger- 
ous thing, for ex- 
purposes. not the atti- 
tude the Bible scholars which creates 
the atmosphere are trying correct; 
the attitude the average person 
whose only knowledge biblical lep- 
rosy some tale told Sunday School 
some sermon the “leprosy sin” 
which condemns its sufferers 
fire and damnation. 


With the death our present genera- 
tion quick cure would con- 
new and better understand- 


ing the illness. However, the pres- 


ent time cure, which the goal 
quick treatment any other treatment, 
does not solve the patient’s problems, 
The fact that has had “leprosy” and 
has been patient Carville too often 
closes many opportunities for rehabilita- 
tion and employment him, despite 
the fact that has been treated and 
discharged. are prepared cite 
Specific instances, some which oc- 
curred 1953. —Ed 


* * * 
enjoy reading THE STAR and wish 
commend the staff for publishing 
such interesting and educational articles. 


Samuel Wilder King 


Governor Hawaii 
Honolulu, T.H. 
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“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable Dis- 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
“official” with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are ad- 


mitted freely, They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their home semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence, What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 

* * * 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., $.D., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could-sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 
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Notice 


Following annual custom there will not issue 
THE STAR for the month July. Your combined July— 
August issue, which will dedicated the various veterans’ 
organizations who support our work, should reach you 
the first half August. 

also want you know that the telephone number 
THE STAR has been changed from Carville 1502 Carville 
1602. can reached from a.m.—3 p.m, weekdays, 
and until noon Saturday. Saturday afternoons and 
Sundays person-to-person call Carville 1611 will bring 
one the office receive your call. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish for interested patients. 


Encourage and social service for needy patients 
Carville, 
Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 


Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name 

Address 

Subscription $1.00 per year. stamps please 


Kindly make checks money orders payable THE STAR 
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